In treatment and prevention it is obviously wise to take into account two possibilities (a) of the diet being defective and (b) of the diet becoming poisonous.
Our admission of the importance of the vitamin content of the diet is not to be regarded as indicating that we think vitamin deficiency to be a likely cause of epidemic dropsy. In ever)'' form of disease vitamin deficiency is likely to be a powerful predisposing factor, and its possible influence on the course of the disease must be taken into account.
